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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — INDIA VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.12 pm]: The Western 
Australian minerals industry is benefiting from having a broad investor base across many countries. This 
investment is spread across all commodities involving greenfields exploration and production off-take 
agreements. There has been little modern exploration or mining in India; no new mines have opened there in the 
past 10 years. Indian resource companies are increasingly looking overseas for investment opportunities.  

To promote Western Australia to overseas investors, the director general of the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum, together with a senior departmental officer, attended the Federation of Indian Mineral Industries’ 
Mining Mazma conference in Bangalore from 19 to 21 September. The Federation of Indian Mineral Industries 
is the peak Indian mining industry body, with over 400 members including other mining associations and 
companies. On the first day of the conference, the director general of the Department of Mines and Petroleum, as 
part of the Australian session, delivered a well-received speech on the mineral prospectivity of Western 
Australia. He emphasised Western Australia’s prospectivity for gold, uranium, copper and nickel as well as the 
high-quality mineral services available in WA.  

Throughout the two and a half day event, DMP was part of a large Australian minerals exhibition booth. Western 
Australia attracted the most attention. The Australian “minerals” team consisted of representatives from WA, 
Queensland and South Australia, and Geoscience Australia. It focused on attracting inwards investment to 
Australia from India. The approach of sharing booth space and joint marketing of Australia’s prospectivity 
works very well in some jurisdictions, particularly in China and India, while still allowing targeted bilateral 
meetings with potential investment companies. The Australian booth won the award for the best foreign booth. 

About 400 people attended the conference. Attendees were mainly from India and comprised government 
representatives, industry peak bodies, minerals and energy companies, service companies, and a number of high-
wealth individual investors. Other booth exhibitors included countries such as Papua New Guinea, Canada and 
Peru, as well as companies mainly from the exploration services sector. Some recurring questions posed by 
potential investors concerned whether there were any restrictions on foreign investment in Western Australia, 
and the processes required to enter into exploration and joint ventures with existing projects. Mineral commodity 
inquiries at the booth focused on WA’s iron ore and steel industry, metals such as manganese and chromium, 
and base metals, rare earths, coal and gold. DMP’s printed commodity brochures were in hot demand, with most 
taken by the close of the conference. We are at an early stage in our engagement with India’s mineral industry 
but, as in many jurisdictions, long-term engagement and personal relationships with decision makers is critical 
for long-term success in attracting resource investment and promoting trade. This trip continued that 
engagement. On Tuesday I met with an Indian mining delegation led by the secretary of India’s Ministry of 
Mines, Mr R.K. Khwaja, to discuss future Indian investment in WA mining. 
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